
Understanding international trade documentation 
post EU transition



Agenda

❑ Recap: changes from 1st January 2021
❑ Where to go for clarification

❑ UK Trade Tariff (Vol 1-3)
❑ UK Global Tariff
❑ GOV.UK’s Trade with the UK tool
❑ EU’s Access2Markets database
❑ GOV. UK’s Where would you like to export to? tool

❑ Documentation types, source and purpose
❑ Sources of information and support



RECAP
Changes coming into place 1st January 2021 

affecting UK importers and exporters



Considerations for UK importers

❑ New Border Operating Model
❑ Northern Ireland Protocol
❑ New UK Global Trade Tariff
❑ EORI numbers
❑ Commodity codes and BTIs
❑ Import Preference
❑ Import entries and documentation
❑ Customs special procedures
❑ Customs Procedure Codes
❑ Valuation on imports
❑ Import duty and VAT payment
❑ Regulatory compliance
❑ Intrastat
❑ Commercial contracts
❑ Incoterms
❑ Authorised Economic Operator (AEO)

Additional clarification and areas of focus for UK 
importers:



Considerations for UK exporters

❑ New Border Operating Model
❑ Northern Ireland Protocol
❑ EORI numbers
❑ Export documentation
❑ Commodity codes
❑ Export pricing
❑ Country of origin
❑ Export licenses
❑ Regulatory compliance
❑ Intellectual Property Rights
❑ Client and supplier contracts
❑ HMRC compliance

Additional clarification and areas of focus for UK 
exporters:



WHERE TO GO
Understanding what documentation is required 

at import and export



UK Trade Tariff (Volumes 1-3)

UK Trade Tariff: https://www.trade-tariff.service.gov.uk/sections

https://www.trade-tariff.service.gov.uk/sections


UK Global Tariff

UK Global Tariff: 
https://www.check-future-uk-
trade-tariffs.service.gov.uk/tariff

https://www.check-future-uk-trade-tariffs.service.gov.uk/tariff


GOV.UK’s Trade with the UK tool

Trade with the UK: https://www.get-rules-tariffs-trade-with-uk.service.gov.uk/choose-country/

https://www.get-rules-tariffs-trade-with-uk.service.gov.uk/choose-country/


EU Access2Markets Database

Access2Markets Database: https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/content

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/content


GOV.UK’s Check how to export goods

GOV.UK “Where would you like to export to?”: https://www.check-duties-customs-exporting-
goods.service.gov.uk/selectdest

https://www.check-duties-customs-exporting-goods.service.gov.uk/selectdest


INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
DOCUMENTATION

Type, source and purpose



C88 – Single Administrative Document (SAD)

C88, known as Single 
Administrative Document or SAD

❑ Used for import and export 
declarations

❑ Underlying system CHIEF (Customs 

Handling of Import and Export Freight)

❑ 67 boxes for imports and 45 
boxes for exports

❑ Standard form across the EU
❑ CHIEF is being replaced by CDS 

(Customs Declaration Service) – Boxes will 
be replaced by ‘Data elements’ - 78 data 
elements for imports and 65 for exports



C88 – The essentials

Header level data:

Type of declaration (import or export, full or simplified); details of importer, exporter 
and agent; number of items and packages; where the goods are coming from and 
going to; and the country of origin of goods



C88 – Transport and delivery

Header level data (cont):

Mode of transport (sea, air, road, etc.); identity and nationality of transport; invoice 
amount and currency; location of goods at time of declaration processing.



C88 – The goods

Item level data:

Description of packaging and goods; commodity code (as per Trade Tariff); country of 
origin of goods; purpose of movement (permanent import, export, simplified 
procedure, etc); weight and other measurements (if applicable); quota (if 
applicable); references relating to licenses, certificates, authorisations, and any 
additional information; statistical value for exports.



C88 – Duties and taxes

Calculation of duties and taxes (line items); method of payment (cash, FAS, 
deferment, etc.)



C89 – Value Build-up Sheet

C89, known as Value Build-up 
Sheet

❑ Used for import only
❑ Enables CHIEF to calculate 

‘dutiable’ value of goods
❑ Based on the WTO agreement on 

customs valuation that aims for a 
fair, uniform and neutral system for 
the valuation of goods for customs 
purposes

❑ Customs Notice 252: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publication
s/notice-252-valuation-of-imported-goods-
for-customs-purposes-vat-and-trade-statistics

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-252-valuation-of-imported-goods-for-customs-purposes-vat-and-trade-statistics


Contracts and Incoterms

Commercial contracts
When negotiating a contract 
with a buyer, you need to discuss 
and agree:
❑ where the goods will be delivered
❑ who arranges transport
❑ who handles and pays for insurance
❑ who handles customs procedures
❑ who pays any duties and taxes

❑ produced by International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC)

❑ set of internationally recognised 3-
letter trade terms

❑ describe the practical arrangements 
for the delivery of goods from sellers 
to buyers

❑ dictate the obligations, costs and risks 
between the 2 parties

Incoterms



Invoices

❑ Pro forma
❑ Commercial
❑ Freight

Common types



Packing list

❑ Produced by the exporter
❑ Details of 

consignment/package 
contents

❑ Used by transporters, 
customs, and importer

❑ Instructions regarding 
handling of 
consignment/package

Essentials



Certificate of inspection

❑ Undertaken on behalf of trade 
operators (buyers, suppliers, 

agencies)

❑ Inspect products before they 
are shipped

❑ Check the quantity and quality 
of the merchandise

❑ Check products for any defects
❑ Ensure products meet the 

safety requirements of the 
destination market

❑ Issue report for import and 
billing

Essentials



Rules of origin and trade agreements

International Trade Centre: https://findrulesoforigin.org/

❑ Developed by World Customs 
Organisation (WCO) and 
International Trade Centre 
(ITC)

❑ Easy navigation of trade 
agreement landscape

❑ Over 400 FTAs and preferential 
trade agreements worldwide

❑ Covers the entire spectrum of 
traded goods (i.e. raw 
agricultural commodities to 
sophisticated machinery and 
electronics)

Essentials

https://findrulesoforigin.org/


Preference documents (preferential origin)

❑ Referred to as “preferential origin”
❑ “Preference”: customer abroad may 

pay a lower or nil rate of import 
customs duty on your goods

❑ Mandatory: know rules applying to 
your goods; and hold evidence to 
support claim

❑ Common types: EUR1, EUR-MED, 
A.TR, GSP Form A (phasing out)

❑ Exporter declarations
❑ Impact of Brexit
❑ Customs Notice 826 -

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/n
otice-826-tariff-preferences-imports/notice-
826-tariff-preferences-imports

Essentials

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-826-tariff-preferences-imports/notice-826-tariff-preferences-imports


Certificates of origin (non-preferential origin)

❑ Referred to as “non-
preferential origin”

❑ Requirement driven by: 
politics, policy, financial, 
perception

❑ Impact of Brexit
❑ WTO Rules of Origin -

https://www.wto.org/english/
tratop_e/roi_e/roi_info_e.htm
#:~:text=Rules%20of%20origin
%20are%20the,to%20the%20r
ules%20of%20origin

❑ Determining origin

Essentials

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/roi_e/roi_info_e.htm#:~:text=Rules%20of%20origin%20are%20the,to%20the%20rules%20of%20origin


Certificates

Common certificates include:
❑ Health certificates
❑ Certificates of Conformity
❑ Certificates of Free Sale
❑ Certificates of Analysis
❑ Certificates of Formulation
❑ Quality certificates
❑ Trademark certificates
❑ Phytosanitary certificates
❑ Catch certificates

Essentials



Controlled goods

❑ License requirement: nature of 
the goods due to be exported; 
destination concerned; ultimate 
end use of the goods; 
licensability of trade activities

❑ Broad categories:
❑ Goods specially designed or 

modified for military use and their 
components

❑ dual-use items - used for civil or 
military purposes 

❑ associated technology and software
❑ goods that might be used for torture
❑ radioactive sources

❑ International Import Certificate

Essentials

Strategic military and dual-use goods - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-strategic-export-control-lists-the-consolidated-list-of-strategic-
military-and-dual-use-items-that-require-export-authorisation
OGEL and Goods Checker Tools - https://www.ecochecker.trade.gov.uk/spirefox5live/fox/spire/OGEL_GOODS_CHECKER_LANDING_PAGE/new
SPIRE (apply for export or trade licence) - https://www.spire.trade.gov.uk/spire/fox/espire/LOGIN/login

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-strategic-export-control-lists-the-consolidated-list-of-strategic-military-and-dual-use-items-that-require-export-authorisation
https://www.ecochecker.trade.gov.uk/spirefox5live/fox/spire/OGEL_GOODS_CHECKER_LANDING_PAGE/new
https://www.spire.trade.gov.uk/spire/fox/espire/LOGIN/login


Transport documents

❑ Export Cargo Shipping 
Instruction

❑ Cargo Manifests
❑ Bill of lading
❑ AWB – Airway bill
❑ Seaway bill
❑ CMR consignment note 
❑ CIM consignment note
❑ Insurance (or proof of)

Essentials



Dangerous goods

❑ Responsibility of exporter
❑ Material Safety Datasheet (MSDS)
❑ Dangerous Goods Declaration
❑ Goods Safety Advisor 

Essentials



Payment documentation

International Methods of 
payment

Open account
Documentary collection (time)
Documentary collection (sight)

Letter of credit (time)
Letter of credit (sight)

Cash in advance

Letter of credit

Documentary collection



Additional sources of 
information and support



Sources of information

❑ Apply for EORI number - https://www.gov.uk/eori
❑ New Border Operating Model -

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_
data/file/908534/Border_Operating_Model.pdf

❑ Simplified procedures for import and export -
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/import-and-export-simplified-procedures-
application-ce48

❑ Training and qualifications - http://www.export.org.uk/default.asp?    
❑ Customs Intermediary Grant Scheme - https://www.customsintermediarygrant.co.uk/
❑ Freight forwarders - https://www.bifa.org/members
❑ Classifying goods – UK Trade Tariff / EU Common External Tariff -

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/classification-of-goods
❑ Subscribe to updates on commodity codes by emailing tariff.management@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk
❑ Consult HMRC if in doubt over commodity code by emailing the Tariff Classification Service 

(classification.enquiries@hmrc.gov.uk) for non-legally binding advice on classifying goods
❑ Importing under preference – https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-using-

international-trade-preferences
❑ Valuation methods and guidance – https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-

252-valuation-of-imported-goods-for-customs-purposes-vat-and-trade-statistics

https://www.gov.uk/eori
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/908534/Border_Operating_Model.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/import-and-export-simplified-procedures-application-ce48
http://www.export.org.uk/default.asp
https://www.customsintermediarygrant.co.uk/
https://www.bifa.org/members
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/classification-of-goods
mailto:tariff.management@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:classification.enquiries@hmrc.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-using-international-trade-preferences
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-252-valuation-of-imported-goods-for-customs-purposes-vat-and-trade-statistics


Sources of information

❑ Customs Special Procedures – https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-3001-
special-procedures-for-the-union-customs-code

❑ Duties and rates applicable to UK goods in export markets - https://www.check-duties-
customs-exporting-goods.service.gov.uk/selectdest and 
https://madb.europa.eu/madb/euTariffs.htm (view as a third country i.e. China)

❑ WTO Rules of Origin - https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/roi_e/roi_info_e.htm
❑ Export control organisation - https://www.gov.uk/guidance/beginners-guide-to-export-

controls
❑ OGEL and Goods Checker Tools -

https://www.ecochecker.trade.gov.uk/spirefox5live/fox/spire/OGEL_GOODS_CHECKER_LAN
DING_PAGE/new

❑ Regulation - Trade associations - http://www.taforum.org/Members
❑ CE and UKCA mark - https://www.bsigroup.com/en-IL/Our-services/Product-

certification/ukca-mark/
❑ Protecting intellectual property - https://www.gov.uk/intellectual-property-an-overview
❑ UK overseas intellectual property attaché network -

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-overseas-intellectual-property-attache-network
❑ Incoterms - https://iccwbo.org/

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/notice-3001-special-procedures-for-the-union-customs-code
https://www.check-duties-customs-exporting-goods.service.gov.uk/selectdest
https://madb.europa.eu/madb/euTariffs.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/roi_e/roi_info_e.htm
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/beginners-guide-to-export-controls
https://www.ecochecker.trade.gov.uk/spirefox5live/fox/spire/OGEL_GOODS_CHECKER_LANDING_PAGE/new
http://www.taforum.org/Members
https://www.bsigroup.com/en-IL/Our-services/Product-certification/ukca-mark/
https://www.gov.uk/intellectual-property-an-overview
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-overseas-intellectual-property-attache-network
https://iccwbo.org/


Sources of information

❑ Information Commissioner Office (ICO) - https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/data-
protection-at-the-end-of-the-transition-period/

❑ Oxford to Cambridge Arc Growth Hubs:
o SEMLEP Growth Hub - https://www.semlepgrowthhub.com/
o OxLEP Growth Hub – https://www.oxlepbusiness.co.uk/
o New Anglia Growth Hub - https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/
o Buckinghamshire First - https://bbf.uk.com/
o Cambridge & Peterborough - https://cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk/

❑ The Export Department https://www.exportdept.co.uk
❑ BEIS ‘Check, Change, Go’ webinars 

https://www.workcast.com/ControlUsher.aspx?cpak=2905552366482043&pak=2807339524
439725&referrer=BIRD

❑ Department for International Trade 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-trade

❑ Local Chambers of Commerce - https://www.britishchambers.org.uk/page/join-a-chamber
❑ Export market information - https://opentoexport.com/
❑ Training – Institute of Export – https://www.export.org.uk

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/data-protection-at-the-end-of-the-transition-period/
https://www.semlepgrowthhub.com/
https://www.oxlepbusiness.co.uk/
https://www.newangliagrowthhub.co.uk/
https://bbf.uk.com/
https://cambridgeshirepeterborough-ca.gov.uk/
https://www.exportdept.co.uk/
https://www.workcast.com/ControlUsher.aspx?cpak=2905552366482043&pak=2807339524439725&referrer=BIRD
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-trade
https://www.britishchambers.org.uk/page/join-a-chamber
https://opentoexport.com/
https://www.export.org.uk/


Contacts:
Name: Andrea Collins
Company: The Export Department
Tel. +44 (0) 7500 831800
Email: acollins@exportdept.co.uk
Twitter: @TheExportDept
LinkedIn: in/andreacollins

Thank you for 
your time!


